
 

CHAI LITES  

 

Teshuvah:  An Opportunity For Re-Invention 

 

RABBIõS  MESSAGE 
 

 

Rabbi David Baum  

Congregation Shaarei Kodesh  

There is a scene from the motion picture, Up In the Air, that I often think of during the month of Elul and the high holiday 

season.  Up In the Air centers around a man named Ryan (played by the actor George Clooney) whose job it is to terminate 

employees for companies who want to lay off many employees but do not want to do it themselves.  In a way, Clooney's 

character is a not so much the judge as he is the executioner in the business world, although, he likes to look at himself as a 

'transition specialist'.  

In one scene, Clooney's character Ryan calls a man named Bob into an office.  Ryan gives Bob the bad news, that he is fired 

(sorry, 'let go' is the more polite way of saying it).  Bob, understandably, becomes very angry, his eyes red from tears of rage, and 

begins to curse this man who he does not know and has never spoken to before this day.  All Ryan knows about Bob is what is 

written on a sheet of paper, his resume.  Ryan picks up Bob's resume and explains to him that this is a unique opportunity in his 

life to pursue his dreams, the job that he always wanted to do but never had the chance to because this job was his first position 

when he graduated from college.  He ends his speech by saying, ñNot everyone gets this kind of opportunity.  The chance for 

rebirth.ò  Bob's eyes tear up again, this time not out of rage, but hope.  He is a changed man for the better, and walks out of the 

office with his fate sealed but with the power to control how he will accept it.   

We are about to start the holiday of Rosh Hashanah which has many names associated with it, but one name that best describes 

this scene is Yom HaDin, the Day of Judgment.  Many people find this name, the Day of Judgment, to be off-putting, unrealistic, 

and old fashioned.  We, humans who have the gift of free will, especially living in the modern world, find it hard to believe that 

we are defendants in a case defending our lives.  Have you ever asked yourself, can I really believe in a God that has a book in 

front of Him separating who is naughty and who is nice?  We feel uncomfortable with the potential that another being controls 

our fates, and yet, we live with this reality every day.  If the market goes down, so do our retirement funds; if my company has 

lower than expected earnings, than I can lose my job.  The truth is our fates continue to be a mystery even with all our modern 

gadgets and our vast knowledge about the world that gives us the illusion of control. 

On Yom HaDin, we begin the judgment proceedings on our lives, a task we ignore during the rest of the year.  Like the character 

in the movie, Bob, we come into the presence of a Being who holds immense power over our lives waiting to hear our fates.  

Thankfully, God does not hire a consultant to judge us, and we also do not hear a verdict at the end of the period.  Some may find 

this troubling because we walk away not knowing our fates; but we always walk away with the chance for rebirth.  In the end, 

this is what teshuvah, translated as 'returning', is:  rebirth.  In the famous prayer, the Unetaneh Tokef, the liturgy famously says 

that teshuvah (repentance), tefillah (prayer), and tzedakah (charity) have the power to transform the harshness of our destiny.   

No advancement in science will give any one of us a guarantee on the future.  Like death, the future is still the greatest mystery in 

our world.  Thankfully, teshuvah, or rebirth, is only a mystery if we choose not to take advantage of it.  By choosing rebirth and 

reinvention, we ultimately hold the power to transform the harshness of our destiny, whatever that destiny might be.   

Rosh Hashanah gives us the message that the business world of cruel and heartless layoffs is not the world that God rules over.  

During this time, God is called, Our Father, Our King.  Our father, a parent who at times must discipline his child, but does so out 

of love, comes first before being a king only interested in justice.   

As the 'transition specialist' in the movie said, ñNot everyone gets this kind of opportunity.  The chance for rebirth.ò  We, the 

Jewish people, are lucky because we have this opportunity at least once a year.  As humans we are born alone, but as Jews, we are 

reborn together.  At Shaarei Kodesh, we will be gathering together, close to 800 people strong, helping each other begin the 

process of our yearly rebirth and reinvention.  Cantor Demsky and I look forward to helping you along on this holy path.  When 

you pray with us, may the sound of the shofar remind you of the cry of a baby taking its first breath, beginning a life of limitless 

potential.  As you walk out of our service, our hope is that your eyes well up with happiness over the potential of the amazing 

things that you will accomplish.   

L'shanah tovah tikatevu, May you all be inscribed for a good and sweet new year, 

Rabbi David Baum 

Congregation Shaarei Kodesh 

 



 

 

The Sights and Sounds of  

the High Holy Days 
 

At this time of annual renewal for the 

Jewish people, our senses are filled 

with things that are unique to the High 

Holidays.  There is the taste and smell 

of the apples and honey that we 

consume at our festive meals in hopes 

of ushering in a sweet New Year.  

There is the feel of new clothes that we 

may have purchased as well as the 

sound and feel of the shofar, which is 

blown only at this time of year.  For the 

remainder of this article, I want to 

focus on two of our senses, sight and 

sound, and how they make our 

experience at our High Holy Day 

services special. 

 

At Congregation Shaarei Kodesh, we 

are immediately cognizant of the 

difference in our worship space.  We 

move from our home at Hampton 

Drive to the theater at Spanish River 

High School.  What we may lose in the 

intimacy of our smaller, weekly setting, 

we gain in the ability to accommodate 

all of our Shaarei Kodesh family and 

friends ï to see loved ones and 

acquaintances who we may not have 

seen for a year and to join together 

with them in study, in joyful singing 

and in meaningful prayer.  We are also 

struck by the special attire worn by the 

Rabbi and the Cantor ï white robes or 

ñkittelsò which signify the purity and 

piousness of this time of year.  In fact, 

many congregants join in this attire on 

Yom Kippur day ï it is our goal during 

these High Holy Days to purify 

ourselves from inside to outside so that 

we may be inscribed for another year in 

the Book of Life. 

 

Our ears are also struck by the unique 

sounds of the High Holy Days.  

Though the structure of the services for 

the High Holy Days is basically the 

same (but expanded, of course!) as 

during the rest of the year, the tunes for 

our prayers and even for reading Torah 

are markedly different.  Jewish 

liturgical music typically uses one of 

several plaintive modes, often in a 

minor key.  But when we reach the first 

evening of Rosh Hashanah, we are 
struck by the bright opening motif of 

ñBarchuò in the major mode.  The 

music seems to be echoing our 

sentiments that we are happy to have 

reached this time of year and to be 

standing in synagogue once again! 

 

Speaking of the bright sound of the 

major mode, it is interesting to note 

that the public confessional, 

ñAshamnuò, which we recite on Yom 

Kippur, is traditionally sung in a major 

mode.  Should we be happy about 

having transgressed, robbed, spoken 

slander and acted perversely?  What is 

the music telling us?  One explanation I 

would suggest is that we are happy to 

be able to stand together as a 

congregation and to support each other 

in the act of ñteshuvahò - to return to 

God, to walk in Godôs ways, and to be 

given the chance to improve ourselves 

as individuals and as a community in 

the coming year. 

 

Of course, the High Holy Days has its 

musically pensive moments as well.  

There is the Hineni prayer in which the 

Cantor stands humbly before God, 

asking to be judged worthy of offering 

prayers of repentance on behalf of the 

entire congregation.  There is an 

extremely recognizable 3-note 

descending minor chord which marks 

the end of many musical phrases and 

which we use to respond ñAmenò 

throughout the High Holy Days.  This 

particular sound always seems to tell 

me how serious this time of year is and 

why we often refer to it as the ñDays of 

Awe.ò  And, there is the best known 

musical prayer of the High Holy Days 

which is chanted at the start of Yom 

Kippur, ñKol Nidre.ò   

 
The first service of Yom Kippur begins 

just prior to sundown and is named for 

its opening prayer, Kol Nidre.  Kol 

Nidre means ñAll Vowsò and is 

actually a declaration that nullifies all 

promises made to God in the coming 

year (even those made with the best of 

intentions) if one is unable to fulfill 

them.  While it is common during the 

rest of the year for Jews to trickle in as 
services are ongoing, you can expect 

there to be a full house at the Kol Nidre 

service even before it begins.  Then, 

the Cantor begins to chant, very softly, 

the first reading of Kol Nidre, which is 

sung to a haunting, dramatic melody.  

This melody is heard at synagogues 

throughout the world and has been 
essentially unchanged for hundreds of 

years.  Kol Nidre is then chanted twice 

more by the Cantor, the second time at 

a slightly louder volume and the third 

time in full voice.  This tune is so well-

known and beloved by Jews that the 

entire congregation is singing along 

with the Cantor by the end of the 

recitation.  Many who have never even 

attended a Kol Nidre service may be 

familiar with this melody through 

classical music settings, the most 

famous of which is Max Bruchôs 

composition for solo cello and 

piano/orchestra. 

 

There are so many other sights and 

sounds which are unique and important 

to the High Holy Days:  casting our 

sins away in the form of bread at the 

Tashlich service; chanting the special 

tune for Aleinu and falling prostrate to 

the ground; the round challah in the 

shape of a crown which reminds us of 

God as King (ñHa-Melechò); our 

favorite tunes for other special prayers 

ï Zachreinu LôChaim, BôRosh 

Hashanah, Avinu Malkeinu.  The list 

goes on and on ï it seems that our 

senses are constantly being inundated 

and overwhelmed.  However, maybe 

that is appropriate for and consistent 

with this special time of year ï we 

should not feel complacent with the 

task of teshuvah that lies ahead of us, 

but we should approach it with 

reverence, with joy and with ALL of 

our senses. 

 

May you be inscribed in the Book of 

Life for a sweet and happy new year. 

 

Scott Demsky 

Cantor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor Scott Demsky  

Congregation  

Shaarei Kodesh  



 PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE  
 

Heidi Aronson,  

Congregation Shaarei Kodesh 

President  

As the year 5772 quickly approaches we look back on the past to see what we have accomplished and look to the future to see 

what new things are on the horizon.  What a wonderful year 5771 was for Congregation Shaarei Kodesh.  We had our first Bônai 

Mitzvah class with Rabbi Baum that included the families of the ten upcoming Bônai Mitzvahs, we had our Gala honoring 

Carolyn & Aaron Kianofsky and Ettagail & Jack Shatz, our Religious School was named for Ruth & Lewis Davis, our Kadima 

program had an amazing year, we participated in a community gleaning program picking tomatoes, held wonderful adult 

education classes including a class on Living Wills co-taught by Rabbi Riemer and Rabbi Baum, had weekly Shabbat and Yom 

Tov services led by our in-house clergy, initiated our Cooking Crew program that cooks food to be delivered to congregants 

when they are in need, our adult book club is going strong, held two very successful Shabbat across CSK events where members 

shared a Shabbat meal together, and also saw the renaming and revamping of our womanôs Sisterhood program, Kol Isha. 

So with all that having taken place this past year where do we go from there?  We start off with sharing in the simchas of our 10 

Bônai Mitzvah students as they become Jewish adults and become accountable in the eyes of God.   We have already seen what a 

wonderful job Yossi Pessah and Emily Lubin have done and look forward to the celebrating the rest of the Bônai Mitzvahs that 

will take place throughout the year 5772.   

Our Religious School is growing in numbers as our congregation is attracting more families with young children.  Our Kadima 

program is in its second year and we are beginning a new youth group for our 3
rd
 ï 5

th
 graders, Chalutzim.  We are starting an 

adult/child book club for our 1
st
 and 2

nd
 graders, CSK Eager Readers Club.  We have some great adult learning programs being 

scheduled for the next year and we are now having weekly morning minyans with learning on Tuesdays.  Donôt miss out on the 

great programs that are being scheduled by Kol Isha including kippa making as well as a baking demonstration and book signing 

with Paula Shoyer.  I am very excited to have the opportunity to serve as your President when all of these great things are 

happening and I know they are just going to help us in building our kehillah kedosah ï our holy community ï even stronger. 

Gary, Shane, Kayla and I wish you all a Shana Tova Uômetuka. 

Heidi Aronson  

President 

 

 
 

Special Thank You 

A special thank you to Richard and Donna Berrie who donated a sukkah to us as well as several cartons of books.  We 

will add the sukkah on to our ever expanding sukkah so that more people can fit in for our various activities that we 

have planned during Sukkot.  The cartons of books have helped to expand our library selection as well as helping the 

Religious School during their Used Book Sale that took place during the BBQ.  Todah Rabah! 



 

The Bar/Bat Mitzvah has evolved greatly over time, and has become one of the most important milestones of growing up as a 

Jew in America.  Being a Bar/Bat Mitzvah means that you have reached the age of Jewish adulthood meaning that one is now 

responsible to keep the mitzvot, the commandments set forth by God.  When a boy becomes 13, or a girl 12, they enter into an 

age of responsibility and obligation.   

The Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony has developed into the child receiving an óaliyahô and reciting the blessing before the recitation 

from the Torah scroll and the child reading the Haftorah, a selection from the book of Prophets which connects to that weekôs 

Torah portion.  Some children lead the community in prayer as the Shaliach Tzibbur, and there is an old practice of the child 

giving a dvar torah, their insights to the Torah portion.   

Over time, there have been additions to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah.  Our Jewish law code writes that a father should have a seudat 

mitzvah, a festive meal, in honor of his childôs Bar/Bat Mitzvah, and as many of you know, the Bar/Bat Mitzvah party has 

flourished here in America, even inspiring a movie and various skits on television!  However, another very important aspect 

was added to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah:  The Mitzvah Project.  I do not know exactly when this came to be a mainstay of the Bar/Bat 

Mitzvah, but it is now a requirement in most synagogues which has lifted the status of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah and taught our 

children important values.   

I have always been óun-easyô when it comes to the name, óMitzvah Projectô because of its implications.  If you ask people what 

mitzvah means, they will usually say that it means ógood deedô.  To a certain degree, this is true, many of the mitzvoth that we 

perform are ómaôasim tovimô ï good deeds, but not all mitzvoth are considered good deeds.  The actual definition of mitzvah is 

commandment and it implies that we have an obligation to God to perform these holy tasks.  I also like to view mitzvoth as the 

timeless opportunities of connection with God and His works.  Mitzvoth are the glue that binds the Jewish people together with 

each other and our Creator.  As we developed our Bônai Mitzvah program, we embarked on an interesting idea:  how can we re-

think the óMitzvah Projectô to better represent our values?   

Our synagogue places heavy significance on Tikkun Olam (healing the world), in fact, it is part of our mission, but we must 

also include other aspects of religious life into this concept.  Instead of having just one ómitzvah projectô, we devised a 

óMitzvah Programô that engages not only the Bar/Bat Mitzvah, but also their entire family.  For our purposes, we divided these 

mitzvoth into three categories:   

1) Bein Adam L'Makom: The personal relationship between the individual Jew and God indicates that some mitzvot are 

personal. These might include ritual spiritual mitzvot like wearing a tallit or tefillin, developing a habit of daily prayer, or they 

might include gathering family stories.  

2) Bein Adam L'Chavero: The communal component will be expressed through voluntary work in the Jewish community. That 

community may be our synagogue or it may be in the larger Jewish world. 

3) Bein Adam L'Olam: Our faith also extends to our work in the world at large. God is, after all, the Sovereign of the World. 

Work in this segment of the mitzvah program might be to encourage recycling, work to promote peace, or to volunteer in our 

local area to improve the quality of life. 

We ask that the Bar/Bat Mitzvah perform at least four mitzvot from every category, and to add one for good luck totaling 

thirteen.   

Our Mitzvah Program is part of our overall new Bônai Mitzvah program which consists of four family education courses ending 

with a Friday night dinner, called ñAgent 613:  Mission Mitzvahò, at least three individual learning sessions with the Rabbi, and 

classes with Cantor Demsky in order to read Torah, Haftorah, and lead both Shabbat morning and Friday night services, with 

Cantor Demsky.   

I am proud to say that our introductory year of our new program is now complete and we are looking forward to our next group 

of Bar/Bat Mitzvah students and their families coming together to learn and grow together over the next year.  I would like to 

thank our outgoing Bônai Mitzvah coordinator, Melissa McGhie, as well as Dara Salama, Nicole Katz, and Amy Pessah for 

their hard work in helping us put our new program together.   

I would also like to introduce, a parent graduate of our first class, Gila Tuchman, who will be our new Bônai Mitzvah 

coordinator.  Gila and Danny Tuchmanôs son, Coby, was the first Bar Mitzvah that I officiated at Shaarei Kodesh and we look 

forward to their daughter Adinaôs Bat Mitzvah this spring.   

continued on page 5 

 

 

Bõnai Mitzvah: Mission 613  



 

 

I am so proud of the hard work that so many people have put into our new program, but most of all, I look forward 

to seeing our children enter into adulthood and become equal partners at our Congregation.  I hope you enjoy 

reading about Yossi and Emilyôs Mitzvah Programs that they worked so hard to accomplish, and I look forward to 

seeing all our young adults become partners in creation with God and the Jewish people.   

There is a famous phrase, it takes a village to raise a child.  In Judaism, we believe it takes a kehillah, a holy 

congregation, to raise a child.  In order to perform many of our mitzvoth, we must engage with others, especially 

those in the Jewish community.  I would like to commend and thank our parents for being a part of this community 

and recognizing the importance of having this ceremony within the warm embrace of Congregation Shaarei 

Kodesh.   

Rabbi David Baum 

 

Bõnai Mitzvahõs (continued from page 4) 

  

 

Emily Lubin  

Congregation Shaarei Kodesh  

What is a Mitzvah?  

What is a mitzvah?  I used to think a mitzvah was simply doing a good deed.  However, it is much more than that ï it is a 

commandment from God.  When I first heard that I had to fulfill 13 mitzvahs as part of my Bat Mitzvah I was overwhelmed 

and scared that I would not be able to complete such a large task.  However, as I look back over several months, I completed 

them without even thinking about them.   

Helping out and making things better are things that I simply like to do and so I soon realized they are part of my life.  I 

needed to fulfill mitzvahs in three categories; between me and God, between me and the Jewish community, and between me 

and the world. I thought that completing a mitzvah between me and the world would be really difficult because it would have 

to be really big, like the world.  Although, I discovered that it was just as easy to fulfill as the rest of the mitzvahs. 

The mitzvahs between me and God were nicely part of a regular routine.  On Friday nights, my family and I light Shabbat 

candles and say the prayers together.  This makes me happy to talk to God and then I think I will have a better week. When 

my mom and I go to services I get to help say a multitude of prayers and sometimes lead services,  I have fun and I get to 

thank God for all that I have and to stay healthy.  I also asked my parents about who I was named after and discovered it was 

for both my mom and dadôs grandmothers.  Also, I help out with holiday prayers and the Seder at home. 

The mitzvahs between me and the Jewish community were easy and fun because of the interaction with other people. I 

enjoyed helping out at JARC for their Hanukah party.  It felt really good when I assisted someone with bingo and they won, 

plus handing the residents plates filled with food put a smile on their faces and mine.  Throughout the year I also helped with 

the religious schoolôs younger grades.  I helped students make origami frogs for Passover and another time make 

Hamentaschen for Purim.  It felt great to see children smiling when they watched their frogs hop around the table. I also 

assisted Mrs. R organize the Shul library and now it looks great and itôs easy to find a book.   

The miztvahs between me and the world were more exciting because most of the ones I completed were with other people 

who were doing the mitzvahs too.  A friend and I helped pick tomatoes at Mecca Farms for a food bank ï and I am happy to 

give someone else tomatoes especially since I donôt like them.  My whole family cleaned up litter on the side of the road 

because we couldnôt let it sit there.  When we were done we felt overjoyed that the road looked so much better.  My real 

passion is animals.  Therefore, I participated in a fundraiser for the Humane Society of Broward County.  I set up an account 

online, (my mom helped) and asked friends and family to donate for my walk.  My goal was to raise $500 and I took in over 

$700!  My whole family walked with me and we had a great time!  The walk with hundreds of people and those who 

contributed with donations made me feel wonderful.   

The mitzvahs between me and the world that I did on my own truly felt just as good to me because I was still helping someone 

else.  For example, I made a donation to JNF to plant trees in Israel.  I also donated 10 inches of my hair to the Pantene 

Beautiful Lengths program that makes wigs for cancer survivors. I really enjoy doing mitzvahs and since it was so easy, I 

know I will end up doing more in the future. 
continued on page 6 

 



 

These mitzvahs help me prepare for my Bar Mitzvah, because they prepare you for your responsibilities to the 
Jewish community when you become a Bar Mitzvah. After performing these mitzvot  I made a difference in 
peopleȭs lives. For instance I used the Smile Train as one of my mitzvah projects. The Smile Train operates on kids 
and young adults with cleft pallet. They cure them so they can live normal lives. Also I am going to be donating 
ÍÏÎÅÙ ÔÏ -ÁÚÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÆÅÅÄ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÁÆÆÏÒÄ ÆÏÏÄȢ !ÆÔÅÒ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÉÔÚÖÏÔÈ ) ÆÅÅÌ 
like a have accomplished something. It gives you a feeling that you have helped someone in need. Also it feels 
good because you realize that even as a kid you can still help the world and your community.  

What is a Mitzvah? (continued from page 5)  

Yossi Pessah 

   Congregation Shaarei Kodesh  

 

REJEWVENATE IS BACK!  
 

We hope you will join us on September 24th at 7:30 p.m. for 

our REJEWVENATE Selichot Program. At this time of 

"cheshbon hanefesh," an accounting of the soul, we will be 

watching and discussing a terrific movie called, Ushpizin.  As 

we prepare for the High Holiday season, Ushpizin raises 

many questions about God, faith and tradition. 

 

Ushpizin takes place, as the festive holiday of Succoth 

approaches.  Big hearted Moshe Bellanga, a devoutly 

religious man and a member of the Breslau Chasidim, finds 

himself broke--a self described "lump of sadness."  Moshe 

doesn't have the money to scrape together a Succah, a 

temporary dwelling religious Jews stay in during the festival 

to commemorate the time of Exodus; nor does he have the 

means to purchase the four plant species, upon which devout 

Jews are commanded to make blessings during the holiday. 

The most important species, the citron, is considered a 

blessing for having male children. To further his struggles, 

Moshe has been married to his wife, Malli, for five years and 

they are still childless. With financial struggles abound and 

mounting sadness that their immediate family is not 

expanding, they pray for help, and end up receiving an 

anonymous gift of $1,000 from a local charity organization--

they take it as a holiday miracle.  Moshe quickly uses the 

money to purchase a citron believed to be the most perfect in 

all of Jerusalem, as well as to decorate a seemingly abandoned 

Succah.  However, instead of this money simply being a 

"miracle," it ultimately leads to the arrival of two suspect 

strangers, with criminal pasts, appearing on their doorstep.  

 

Following the movie and discussion, we will have selichot 

services led by Cantor Demsky. 

 

Light refreshments will be served.  Suggested donation of $5 

for members and $10 for non-members.  Please RSVP to 

office@shaareikodesh.org or 561-852-6555 by September 

20
th
. 

Religious School  
Zooming in on Israel using Google Earth is one of our 

exciting new programs we will be using at the Ruth and 

Lewis Davis Religious School this year!  Imagine being in 

Israel without having to take a plane to get there!  That is 

what the ñExperience Modern Israelò interactive print and 

online environment will provide for our students.  In fact, 

our entire school will be focusing on Israel this year with 

age-appropriate materials for each grade. 

 

Letôs not forget our Hebrew language lessons which also get 

a boost from fun interactive CD games to be played at home.  

These computer activities reinforce what is learned in class 

and make Hebrew language review enjoyable. 

 

Bible and Jewish holidays learning is accomplished using 

experiential methods including role play, art, music, and 

song. 

 

School programs that celebrate holidays, family Shabbat 

dinners, and parent-student projects add to a successful 

school experience led by our professional and caring 

teachers. 

 

For more information on our school or how you can get 

involved by volunteering with any of our Religious School 

projects and events, please call the synagogue office at 561-

852-6555 or email office@shaareikodesh.org. 

 

Looking forward to an exciting new school year and wishing 

everyone a Shannah Tova! 

 

Shalom, 

Hinda Rosenbaum 

Religious School Director 
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Youth Programs  

Kadima  

It is amazing how far we have come in the past year 

with regard to our Youth Programming.  We kicked off 

our Kadima group last year and what a year they had.  

We have our own unique gaga pit that is a staple at our 

Thursday night programs .  Our Kadimaniks had bi-

weekly in-house events as well as joining with others in 

our region for Yom Islands of Adventure and then we 

ended the year off with an event at Boomers.  A good 

time was had by all and we are looking forward to an 

even bigger and better year as our 6
th
 graders have 

moved up to 7
th
 graders and we have a bunch of 

incoming 6
th
 graders who can now join the group.   

Kadima is for 6
th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 graders.  It is the middle 

school age affiliate of United Synagogue Youth and The 

United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  Kadima is 

Hebrew for ñforward.ò  We will meet to share activities 

together from social action programs to social 

programming with not only our own youth but with 

those from other chapters as well.  You do not have to 

be a Congregation Shaarei Kodesh member to join 

Kadima. 

If you are in 6
th
, 7

th
, or 8

th
 grade please join us on 

September 15
th
 for our first event which will include 

gaga, ice breakers, as well as an opportunity to get some 

community service hours.  The program starts at 7:00 

although this year we are offering an additional option 

of coming at 6:30 and having pizza before the program.  

If you are interested in coming at 6:30 please RSVP to 

cskusy@gmail.com or Adam Bender (Youth Advisor) at 

561-702-7866 so that we know how many slices of 

pizza to order for you.  The cost will be $2.00/slice. 

 

This year we are expanding our Youth Programming to 

include programs for our 3
rd
, 4

th
, and 5

th
 graders.  It is a 

chance for our younger youth to come together as a group 

to learn responsibility, leadership, teamwork, and 

friendship prior to our Kadima program.  We will be 

meeting 4 times during the year.  Both members and non-

members of CSK are invited to attend. 

Our first program will be Bingo in the Booth on October 

16th from 4:00-5:30.  Please RSVP to 

cskusy@gmail.com or contact Adam Bender (Youth 

Advisor) at 561-702-7866 with any questions. 

  
Looking forward to meeting everyone on October 16th. 

Chalutzim  

College Connection  
 
Do you have a child who is in college or graduate school that is living away from home?  To help our students feel a part 

of our family while they are away from home for the holidays we send packages to them 3 times throughout the year 

(Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah, and Purim).  Please forward your studentôs address to the office (office@shaareikodesh.org) 

so that we can be sure that they are included in our mailings.  

 

*************************************************************************************************  

 

Please remember that you can designate any of our Youth Programs when making a donation to the synagogue.  The 

Meyer Rappaport Fund is going to help in sponsoring a Kadimanik who may need financial assistance to attend a sub-

regional or regional event.  

 BõYachad 

Our BôYachad program is for families and children to have 

fun and learn together.  Our first event will be on 

November 12, 2011 and is a havdalah campfire and soccer 

game at the home of Amy & Aryeh Pessah.  We will then 

be learning about Tu BôShevat together during a planting 

program on January 29, 2012.  And be sure to mark your 

calendars so you donôt miss out on our Annual Purim 

Carnival on March 4, 2012.  We will end the year with a 

bowling event ï watch our calendar for the exact date and 

time. 

 

Are you interested in being a sponsor of our BôYachad 

program?  Please call the office (561-852-6555) to find out 

about our sponsorship opportunities. 

mailto:cskusy@gmail.com
http://us.mc1124.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=cskusy@gmail.com
mailto:office@shaareikodesh.org


 

 

SIMCHA TREE  

Do you have a special birthday coming up? A special anniversary? A Bar/Bat Mitzvah? The birth of a child or 

grandchild?  Celebrate your simcha with us by purchasing a leaf on our Simcha Tree which is proudly displayed in 

our lobby.  Each leaf is $180. 

NOW IS THE TIME TO RESERVE A DATE TO SPONSOR A KIDDUSH!  

 
Call the office now if you would like to sponsor a kiddush.  We have some new enhanced selections that are available. 

 

We also have a new program where you can sponsor our regular Shabbat Kiddush Snack for $72.00. Honor a birthday or 

simcha, or just a nice way to say "Thank you" to a fellow CSK member.   

Call the office to reserve your date now! 561-852-6555. 

  

Kol Isha  

The Womenôs Voice of Congregation Shaarei Kodesh 

Shalom,  

I hope you have found the links to Kol Isha welcoming you to 

the sisterhood of CSK on our synagogue website 

(www.shaareikodesh.org).  A wonderful year is in the making 

and I want you to be a part of it. Please send in your dues 

along with the registration and information form. I want to 

know about you, our membership, to help us grow. I want to 

hear from you as I cannot do this alone. The first two 

programs for the year are planned with more to come. As 

always, you can contact me by e-mail at EJBJ32@aol.com or 

by phone at (716) 510-7670 or (716) 510-7670. 

Save the dates:   

7:00pm  November 17, 2011 ï Opening meeting , A little 

business and then Design a Kippa! Custom made kippot for 

women. These make especially nice gifts or to be worn for a 

special simcha.  $10.00 for Kol Isha members, $15.00 for 

non-members and guests. 

7:00pm Thursday December 15, 2011 ï The Kosher Baker is 

coming to Boca Raton! A Chanukah themed talk/baking 

demonstration followed by a dessert reception and book 

signing. Paula Shoyer is the author of the cookbook ñThe 

Kosher Baker: 160 dairy-free desserts from traditional to 

trendy.ò   

$36.00 for Kol Isha members,  

$45.00 for non-members and guests.  

 Lôhitraot,  

Ellen Jadd,  

President 
 

 

New Memorial Boards  

If you havenôt been in the sanctuary lately then 

you might not have seen that our new Memorial 

Boards have been installed.  Thank you to the 

following members for making our new boards 

possible:  Barbara & Jerry Goldman, Marvin 

Horwitz, Francine & Steven Levine, Susan & 

Robert McLanahan, Laura & Barry Rosayn, Judi 

& Steve Schneider, and Rand & David 

Schwartzwald.   

Thank yous also go out to Jerry Goldman, Jack 

Shatz, and Howard Katz for their hard work and 

handyman know how in getting our new boards 

installed and ready for lighting.   

Now is the time to purchase a plaque to 

memorialize your loved ones.  The current price 

for a plaque is $180.  There will be an increase in 

price to $250 after Simchat Torah (October 21, 

2011). 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?llr=9jlfpadab&et=1107064940830&s=71&e=001rE8XUODWtTIatboy9hHEatYq5cUG0zv6x-thrJ5v4hdleGSewAB_F1fP0tssJLyhAu2B9ajuypJEE50Uf7EADjOtHDkeuLKh5IT3_vuMmWACl2o1PvH_ow==
http://us.mc1124.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=EJBJ32@aol.com


 

 

 
 
 

 

What Comes Around, Goes Around  

It seems like just yesterday when Shaarei Kodesh was collecting used siddurim and humashim to use for our Shabbat 

services.  Thanks to USCJ and many other local congregations (Temple Emeth, Delray Beach, B'nai Torah, Boca Raton, 

and Chavurah in the Sun), we had enough to get the party started! In actuality, it has been just over 7 years and thanks to 

our congregants, we now have new Sim Shalom prayerbooks and new Etz Hayim humashim. We are so grateful to be in 

the position now to repay the favor. The original books have now been donated to other worthy organizations. 

Yashar Koach to Jerry Goldman who has done an amazing job contacting congregations who are in need of liturgical 

books. CSK is proud to have donated to the following places: 

 

Temple Judea ï Fort Myers, FL 

Temple Beth El ï North Port, FL 

University of Miami Hillel 

Beth Meyer Synagogue ï Raleigh, NC  

 

May we continue to go from strength to strength. 

5
th

 Annual Membership BBQ 

Where were you on August 28
th
 from 4:00-6:00 PM?  If you werenôt at Sunset Cove Pavilion you missed an 

amazing BBQ.  We had well over 200 people there including many prospective families.  The food, the friends, and 

the fun all led to a great time.  We would especially like to thank the people that helped to underwrite this event by 

their sponsorship: 

Quench Your Appetite        

The Altschul Family 

The Fils Family 

Mindy Stein, P.A. 

David Schwartzwald, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

The Wallace Family 

The Weiss Family 

 

 

 
 

Sugar and Ice 

The Dorb Family 

Jeff I. Gordon and Associates Inc. 

The Jacobs Family 

The Lessne Family 

The Lubin Family 

The Meyerson Family 

The Vlessing Family 



 CSK EAGER READERS BOOK CLUB  

FOR 1ST AND 2ND GRADERS  

 
September 25, 11:30 am -  1:00 pm  

at CSK  

 

 
 

The first book we will be sharing is "Bagels from 

Benny" by Aubrey Davis.  

It is the story of Benny, a young boy who learns 

the importance of giving tzedakah.  

 We will share the story, a light lunch, and enjoy 

a craft together.  

 

The cost for this session of our new parent/child 

book club is $10.00.  

 

         RSVP to 561 - 852 - 6555  

   

Please bring in gently used children's books to 

donate   as ou r own tzedakah project.  

  

 

Are you in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade? 

Be a part of 

Congregation Shaarei Kodesh's 

Chalutzim group 

Join us on 

Sunday, October 16th 

4:00-5:30 PM 

for 

Bingo in the Booth 

19785 Hampton Drive 

RSVP cskusy@gmail.com or 

contact Adam Bender at 561-702-7866 

 

CSK Day at the Dolphins  
Sunday, December 4 at 1:00 pm            

MIAMI VS OAKLAND RAIDERS  
 

        Special Shaarei Kodesh price: $52  
 

Price includes:  
*Ticket in CSK section  

*RT bus transportation  
(if over 50 tickets sold)  

*CS K potluck tailgate area  
                  

RSVP to Matt Weiss  
AceBlade18@aol.com  

  
Don't delay, we have to   

reserve our spot!   

 

CSK SEPTEMBER BOOK CLUB 

MEETING  

Thursday, September 22 at 7:30 pm   
at the home of Rita Diamond   

741 Camino Lakes Cir  

Boca Raton, FL 33486   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

"City of Thieves"   

By David Benioff    

  
Join us for appetizers, wine, and 

conversation.    
  

         RSVP to 561 - 852 - 6555  
               Volunteer your home and 

you     

           get to pick our next great 
read!  

 

mailto:cskusy@gmail.com
mailto:AceBlade18@aol.com

